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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 


ESSAY ON THE HISTORY OF ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH. 
(Continued from page 232.) 


CHAPTER VIII. 


Tuts Church, in the year 1834, was deprived by death of the services 
of one who had long and faithfully, aud efficiently in various offices, been 
in its service. On the occasion, the Rector referred to the life and 
character of Mr. Thos. Wright Bacot, as follows: 

‘‘ How many believers, among the departed and the living, can with 
‘truth adopt the language of the Psalmist, “ before I was afflicted, I went 
‘astray, but zow have I keptthy word.” Accustomed to attend the ser- 
‘vices of the sanctuary, blessed with pious relatives, whose example, 
‘and prayers in his behalf we have every reason to believe were not in 
‘vain, the respectable member of this congregation, who so lately has 
‘gone to his rest, was especially awakened to a sense of the unsatisfac- 
‘tory nature of worldly pursuits, and the unspeakable importance of the 
‘concerns of the never dying soul, by the chastening hand of his God, in 
‘the removal of a beloved daughter, who died in faith, and who living, 
‘had manifested the utmost solicitude for the spiritual welfare of her 
‘honored father. Uniting himself now more closely to the family of the 
‘Redeemer, by partaking of the pledges of salvation, he earnestly en- 
‘deavored to cherish holiness in his heart and life; to be useful to his 
‘fellow-men ; and in particular, to his tellow-Christians, and to bring 
‘every appetite and passion to the “obedience of Christ.” That he 
‘succeeded in a good degree, is my conscientious conviction. Afilic- 
‘tions in mind, body and estate were met by him in a Christian spirit, 
‘and he who, “though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion ac- 
‘cording to the multitude of his mercies, for he doth not afflict willingly, 
‘but for their profit the children of men” approved of his resignation 
‘and desire to serve his God, and converted his sorrows, as L doubt not, 
‘into real blessings, so that the means by which he had been awakened 
‘ were instrumental by the grace of God, of his sanctification and conti- 
“nued progress in the spiritual life. How averse are men, and Christian 
‘men too, to pain and sorrow; how instinctively do they shrink from 
‘sicknuss, and poverty, and bereavement, and yet short-sighted crea- 
“tures, these means may be not only conducive, but essential to that 

‘repentance and faith with which are connected their peace in death, 
‘and everlasting felicity. When we pray “ deliver us from evil,” let us 
‘ be sure to offer also that other petition, which our Lord has taught us 
‘in the same form of prayer, “ Thy will be done.” 
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“The principles of the Gospel, faithfully acted out, cannot fail to ren- 
‘der a man more estimable, and more useful in all the relations of life. 
‘ The keen sensibility of our friend could hardly have failed, under almost 
‘any supportable circumstances, to have tendered him courteous and 
‘kind in general intercourse, and tenderly affectionate in domestic life. 
‘ But that he was improved in every respect, by his faith—that he was 
“in consequence of it, a better citizen, public officer, husband, parent, 
‘master, friend, and neighbor, is not a matter of mere inference, but 
‘could not have escaped the observation of any one who felt interested 
‘in the result, sufficiently to make it the subject of consideration. In 
““ good deeds for the house of God, and the offices thereof,” and I may 
‘be permitted to add, for the ministers, who serve in these offices, our 
‘friend delighted to be engaged. As treasurer for many years, of “the 
‘Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of our Clergy, and 
‘subsequently as President of the same Society, and a contributor to 
‘its funds for a still longer period ; as presiding officer in the vestry of 
‘this Church, and one who greatly interested himself in the improve- 
‘ ment of this edifice and its grounds, so as to render its tasteful appear- 
“ance subsidiary to devout feeling, and in particular to add to the com- 
‘fort of the worshipper, and to render it capable of accommodating an 
‘increased number; as a Trustee of the chief Missionary, Tract, and 
‘Education Society in-this diocese, and in other relations, his services 
‘were long continued and efficient, and always rendered promptly, and 
‘cheerfully. These good works are adverted to, as adapted to incite 
‘imitation, not to do honor to one who, we humbly trust, has received 
‘the * honor which cometh of God,” and therefore could set no value on 
‘the praises of poor mortals ; and certainly not as constituting a claim 
‘on the heavenly reward, for Ltrust we all realize, as did the deceased, 
‘that “there is none other name given under heaven whereby we can 
‘be saved,” but the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. His perfect merits 
‘alone are available tothe salvation of men. The best of our race are 
‘sinners in the sight of God, and if pardoned and admitted into heaven, 
‘must be indebted to him, who came into the world to save sinners, who 
‘died that they might live ; and who at the right hand of God constantly 
‘intercedes forthem. But the salvation by Christ is not forced on any 
‘one. It will be given to those who become his disciples—who lay hold 
‘of it by faith, as the Scriptures say. Now, faith is seated in the heart, 
‘and can be made known only, by the deed. Good works are the fruit, 
‘and evidence of faith, and therefore we are told “ faith worketh by 
‘love.’ Where the works of faith are wanting, you may reasonably 
‘doubt the existence of the saving principle. On the contrary, if the 
‘life be consistent, not perfectly so, for alas, in many things we offend 
‘all, but so in some measure, we may, we must charitably hope that 

«there is faith—and that the favorable sentence has been pronounced— 
«« Thy faith hath saved thee, go in peace.’ ”’ 

On the oceasion of the death of the Hon. William Johnson, one of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of the United States, which occurred in 
1834, the Rector remarked in his sermon, “a brother, a husband, a 
father, interested in the welfare of the Church, and qualified by eminent 
intellectual powers, and knowledge to take a Jead in its affairs, deser- 
vedly respected and beloved by many relatives, and friends, and fellow- 
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citizens, has been taken from us, under circumstances adapted to increase 
our sorrow.” The assistant Minister improved the dispensation by a 
sermon on Acts iv. 12, from which we extract :— 

“ The doctrine which we have been considering, and which I have 
‘endeavored to impress upon your hearts, rests not merely on the word 
‘of God, but also on the plain and unanswerable lessons of experience. 
‘ That Christ Jesus, and him crucified, is the only foundation on which 


‘a hope of salvation can be built, is a truth abundantly substantiated by 


. ‘the testimony of those very men, who might be regarded as having in 


‘ themselves and in the integrity of their own characters the fairest pros- 
‘pects. I might refer you for an illustration to the closing scenes in the 
‘life of one who is regarded with an almost idolatrous admiration by the 
‘literary world, the celebrated Samuel Johnson, You all know how 
‘high was the standard of morality set up in bis writings ; and all concur 
‘in the testimony, that in his external deportment, he exhibited a con- 
‘stant disposition to conform to his own standard. It was from this very 
* source that his friends endeavored to provide a relief for his anxieties 
‘ during the closing scenes of his life. But their attempt was vain. He 
‘told me, says his biographer, with a look that cut me to the heart, that 
‘he had the prospect of death before him, and that he dreaded to meet 
‘his Saviour. I could not but be astonished at such a declaration, and 
‘advised him, as I had done before, to reflect on his course of life, and 
‘the services he had rendered to the cause of religion and virtue as well 
‘by his example as his writings; to which he answered, that he had 
‘ written like a philosopher, but that he had not lived like one. At the 
‘conclusion of an argument to establish his own sinfulness, which he 
‘strongly enforced, he uttered this impassioned exclamation :—* Shall 
‘1, who have been a teacher of others, be myself a cast-away?” His 
‘sense of sin—sin as committed against God, and against the strivings of 
‘the Spirit in his conscience, haunted him, and filled him long with anx- 
‘iety and anguish; all the consolations of his friends were utterly in 
‘vain; and it was not till he had come, and in brokenness of spirit, cast 
‘the burden of his sins at the foot of the cross of Jesus, that he found 
‘rest fur his soul. He did this at last, however, and in doing it, gave 
‘his conclusive testimony to the truth of the declaration of the text. For 
‘some time before his death, we are told, all his fears were absorbed by 
‘the prevalence of his faith, and his trust in the merits and propitiation 
‘of Jesus Christ. He talked often to me about the necessity of faith in 
‘the sacrifice of Jesus, as necessary, beyond all good works whatsoever, 
‘for the salvation of mankind. But, my brethren, the providence of 
‘God has lately furnished us with a not less striking testimony in the 
‘case of one still nearer to ourselves—one who still lives in the affec- 
‘tions of many, in the memory and esteem of all whom I address, You 
‘will bear with me whilst I venture to trespass still longer on your pa- 
‘ tience, in recounting a testimony so valuable in itself, and so well cal- 
‘culated toimpress the minds of those who worship in this sanctuary, in 
‘which he was wontto occupy his place. It has perhaps been generally 
‘known, that the late Judge Johnson sustained, with exemplary forti- 
‘tude, the excruciating hodily anguish to which he was subjected pre- 
‘viously to death. Few perhaps are aware, however, of the nature ot 
‘that confidence and hope which so effectually sustained him in his dying 
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‘hour. By some it has doubtless been attributed to the exercise of that 
‘ native intellectual strength, which had so honorably marked his career 
‘in life. But the inmates of his chamber can abundantly refute the 
‘dangerous idea. Through a protracted illness, his bodily suffering 
‘was borne compusedly, not because it was light in itself, but because 
‘ it was as nothing in comparison with that spiritual anguish with which 
‘his soul was filled. His mental agonies in view of life, honorable in the 
‘eyes of men, but withheld from a supreme engagement in the service 
‘of his Lord and Saviour, were great and overpowering; and it was not 
‘until he had wholly submitted himself as a helpless suppliant for mercy 
‘at the cross of Jesus, that he found relief; and when through the influ- 
‘ences of divine grace, that submission had at last been made, it was 
‘followed by a peace and comfort, which, according to his own assu- 
‘ rance, had never been experienced before, and the possession of which 
‘enabled him, not only patiently, but cheerfully to sustain the final 
‘struggle. It was the privilege of the speaker to have been admitted 
‘to an interview with him, a short time previously to his removal from 
‘the world. He spoke composedly, and with apparent indifference of 
‘ his bodily sufferings and ccrtainty of death. It was evident that there 
‘was no weakening of the intellect by the power of disease, and that 
‘he still possessed the same vigor of mind which had distinguished him 
“in life. The subject of his soul’s eternal interests was introduced by 
‘himself; but the emotions it excited soon deprived him of the power 
‘of utterance. When he spoke again, his language was—* do not sup- 
‘pose, Sir, that these are any cowardly feelings—that they arise from 
‘any apprehension of suffering or death ; it is the recollection of a life 
‘perverted from the object for which my Maker gave it, of mercies abu- 
‘sed, of opportunities neglected. I have withheld my affections from 
‘the service of my God; he has called me, and I have refused to hear- 
‘ken; I know that he is a God of mercy, but I know that he is a God 
‘of justice also; I am grieved at the recollection of my sins, but I know 
‘not whether it be the sincerity of genuine repentance. 1 pray to God 
‘for mercy; but I know not whether his mercy is great enough to cover 
‘the transgressions of a sinner such as I am.” This was the tenor of 
‘his expressions. In the withdrawal of his supreme affections from his 
‘God, he found the extinction of all hope of consolation from himself. 
‘« But are you disposed to doubt ?”’ was the question then addressed to 
‘him, ‘the truth of that declaration of the Scriptures—this is a faithful 
‘saying, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners?’ ‘ God 
‘ forbid,” was his reply, with the earnestness of a man, who felt that his 
‘all was at stake—** God forbid that I shouid doubt it, for it is the only 
‘foundation on which I can venture torepose a hope.” The consolation 
‘to be derived, however, from the hearty reception of that blessed truth, 
‘he did not then experience—nor did he until afterwards, when under 
‘the full conviction of the sufficiency of the provisions of redeeming 
‘mercy, he was brought to cast himself wholly and unreservedly on 
‘Christ. He saw, he understood, he acknowledged, he experienced, 
‘thatin himself he was helpless, and hopeless, and lost, that out of 
‘ Christ, neither philosophy, nor religion, could supply a ray of comfort : 
‘that there is a truth and impressiveness in that declaration of St. Peter, 
‘“ neither is their salvation in any other, Xc.”’ It is the hope of the 
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‘ Christian—the hope which is built simply and wholly on the availing 
‘mediation of Christ Jesus the Lord—which can sustain the soul with 
‘the comfortable assurance of acceptance and salvation. But if that 
‘ assurance is to be attained, you will ask, in the last hours of lingering 
‘existence, are we not warranted in deferring until then the work of 
‘ preparation for eternity? God, in his providence, has been pleased to 
‘guard against the danger of such a perversion of the example I have 
‘given you. The hope of forgiveness, through the blood of Jesus, did 
‘not destroy the painful recollection of a life misspent ; and consequently 
‘his visiter was charged with a final message of solemn and affectionate 
‘entreaty to all the younger members of his family, to be warned by his 
‘example, and as they would escape the deep remorse with which his 
‘soul was troubled, to beware how they procrastinated to the end of 
‘life, a work for whose accomplishment alone that life was given, or was 
‘ worth possessing. That message has been, and it is now again deli- 
‘vered; and God grant that it may be blessed to the eternal good, not 
‘merely of those for whom it was especially designed, but of all who 
‘hear it! “ He being dead, yet speaketh,” and suffer him not, my breth- 
‘ren, to speak in vain! It is the voice of a man who had made full trial 
‘of what the world could do for him; and itis a confession from him 
‘freely made out of the fulness of his concern for the everlasting welfare 
‘of himself and others—a confession not hastily uttered from the excite- 
‘ment of the moment, but as is well known, from the deep conviction of 
‘his understanding and his conscience, which had long and gradually 
‘been fixing itself upon him, that to live to the world, and in reliance on 
‘our own integrity, when we should be living to God, in humble depen- 
‘dence on the grace of Jesus, is a miserable folly, and an atrocious 
‘crime. The very consideration that the mercy of God has been so glo- 
‘riously exercised, should operate of itself as a most constraining mo- 
‘tive to the hearty surrender of our souls to Christ. To the young and 
‘ vigorous, therefore—to the men of the world, who have yet time and 
‘influence, and opportunity for action, the call is loud and urgent. Sub- 
‘mit yourselves to the service of God inthe Gospel of his Son! If it 
‘will be reasonable—if it will be your only resource, when the hand 
‘of God shall bring you to the confines of eternity, it is reasonable 
‘now—even now, it is your only safe resource. Neglect it now, and a 
‘ place for repentance may hereafter be denied you, though you be ready 
‘to seek it carefully with tears; and then when all the comforts of the 
‘Gospel will be needed to sustain your sinking spirit, the bitterness of 
‘unavailing remorse will occupy their place, the agonizing recollection 
‘that the day of grace has been abused, the life which God has given 
‘you, to prepare for eternity, and to shew forth his praise, has been 
‘ perverted from its object, and utterly misspent. Oh, brethren! delay 
‘not your preparation for that solemn hour ! “‘ Treasure not up for your- 
‘selves wrath against that day of wrath!” The world may have its 
‘attractions and absorbing cares; but remember that question of the 
‘ Saviour—“ What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world 
‘and lose his own soul?” The pride of your heart may revolt 
‘against submission to the humiliating doctrines of the cross; but 
‘they are the doctrines, on the strength of which, the glorious army 
‘of saints and martyrs have rejoiced to live and die; they are the only 
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‘ doctrines which direct us to a way of salvation foraruined soul. Yes, 
‘brethren, as you value the interests of your soul, “ kiss the Son, then 
‘Jest he be angry, and so you perish from the right way; if his wrath be 
‘kindled, yea, but a little, blessed are all they that put their trust in 
“him.” 

In this same year, (1834) departed this life, the Hon. Thomas §, 
Grimké. Distinguished by talents of the first order, learning extensive, 
and profound, high character; prominent station, and a philanthropy 
which ever directed his energies and made large drafts on his purse ; the 
community, and indeed the whole country appreciated his loss. But 
this congregation more than shared the general sympathy, for he lad 
long and variously, and most efficiently served it, and was, at the time 
of his death, the presiding officer of the vestry. The sermon by the 
Rector, in which this “ public calamity” was specially noticed, appeared 
in the Gospel Messenger, December 1834. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON AFFLICTION. 


Tne character of David shines in the season of affliction, and so it 
will be with all those who have profited by the school of true religion. 
Did he too often wander from the path of duty, and yield himself to the 
vanities ofthe world? Were his affections at any time estranged from 
heaven, and fixed on earth, as if it had been his eternal home? Afflic- 
tion never failed to correct these errors. It weakened his appetite for 
earthly enjoyments, stripped him of those comforts which he had over- 
rated, and irresistibly led him to look for happiness to the all-powerful, 
and all-wise, and eternal God, the friend who “ sticketh closer than a 
brother.” As heirs of sorrow, we naturally take an interest in the suf- 
ferings of our brother men, and if we weep with them, we as promptly 
rejoice when they maintain their fortitude, cultivate resignation, and 
extract from affliction the good of which it is susceptible. A great and 

ood man in adversity, what an affecting spectacle ! and how delightful 
to behold him acquiescing in the will of his Maker, unappalled by the 
storm, and triumphing over its violence. Let us mark the conduct of 
the pious Psalmist, and resolve to walk in his steps when called, as we 
all may expect to be, sooner or later, to the valley of weeving. The 
afflictions of David were many and severe. In early manhood, he had 
to encounter the scorn, the calumny, and the reproaches of Eliab, his 
own brother. His unrivalled merit excited much envy, proved the 
source of an unrelenting persecution, and of several attempts against his 
life. Exiled from the temple of God, and from the land of his fathers, 
he found a temporary refuge in Ziklak. But enemies discovered the 
retreat, burnt it, and carried his family into captivity. At the same time 
his own people threatened to stone him as the author of their calamity. 
Seated on the throne of Israel, sorrow seemed to have fled from him for 


ever, But she had only retired to prepare keener arrows. Now, 


Nathan, a prophet of the Most High, armed conscience against him, and 
opened his eyes to a variety of awful judgments. Now, the chambers 
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of his palace were polluted by incest, and stained with the blood of one 
son, murdered by another. His subjects take up arms against him. 
Shimei curses him publicly, and to his face. He who was the friend 
of his youth, and counsellor of his manhood, joins the standard of rebel- 
lion, and it is raised by his own son. Again—there was the death of 
the infant, who was in a sense the victim of his father’s guilt. How 
painful a reflection to that generous mind, which, when the pestilence 
raged in Israel, thus ardently prayed: “ Lo, J have sinned, and I have 
done wickedly—let thine hand, 1 pray thee, be against me.” Under 
this sore affliction, David thus expresses himself. ‘‘ My child is dead, 
wherefore should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to 
him, but he shall not return to me.’” Such was the temper with which 
he bowed to the rod of the Lord, and consistent was his conduct. In 
reviewing that conduct, the first thing remarkable is, the moderation of 
his grief. During the illness of his child, he had exhibited lively tokens 
of sorrow. It did not, however, interfere with pious submission to the 
divine will. It was what the Apostle calls a godly sorrow, excited 
chiefly by reflection on his great guilt; and by the hope that deep hu- 
miliation would procure the divine pardon, and the recovery of his child. 
But so soon as he heard of his death, he arose from the earth, shook off 
the ashes, and hushed the cry of the mourner. Hope had now yielded 
her place in his bosom to calm resignatiou. His manner and his coun- 
tenance are without agitation, the throbs of grief are no Jonger perceiv- 
ed, and the tear, which nature extorts, is unaccompanied by the heart- 
rending exclamation. The awful stillness diffused through his soul seals 
his lips, till a direct address extorts the most submissive sentiments, 
How striking the resemblance here between David and his great anti- 
type! In his agony, the Son ot God prayed : “ O my Father, if it be pos- 
sible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou 
wilt.” ** While the child was yet alive, (saith David) I fasted and wept : 
for I said, who can tell whether God will be gracious to me, that the 
child may live 2? But now he is dead—wherefore should I fast.” Where- 
fore should I seem to arraign Divine Providence. ‘ Can I bring him 
back again?” “1 shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” Into 
the hands of his Creator and most merciful Saviour I freely resign him.” 
Job shall be my exemplar. When al] his children were taken from 
him, he cherished this hope and this resignation: ‘* Naked came I out 
of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave 
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” We 
may observe that the devotion of David was much enkindled by his 
affliction. When he ceased to weep, he began to pray. Having com- 
posed his mind meekly and patiently to sustain the indignation of his 
heavenly Father, he instantly came to the temple where his beloved 
statedly assemble, and where he and his blessing are especially to be 
found. He came thither to profess his unshaken confidence in the di- 
vine goodness, and his resolution to persevere, under all circumstances 
in the service of his Maker—there too, to seek from its appointed chan. 
nel, that mercy, but for which we should all be consumed. Prayer is 
the natural voice of affliction. The messengers of ill to Job had scarcely 
executed their melancholy office, when he fell down upon the ground 
and worshipped. Peter beginning to sink, cried out: ‘“ Lord save me,’” 
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and the Son of God, in the view of his martyrdom, prayed so earnestly, 

that his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the 

ground. Agreeably to this is the counsel of St. James. “ Isany among 
ou afflicted ¢ Let nim pray.” 

You will observe in the 3d place, that the benevolent feelings of David 
were cherished by his affliction. Calamity too often causes an irritability 
of temper. Sensible of this, the servants of David feared to tell him that 
his child was dead. They reasoned thus: ‘ While the child was yet 
alive, we spake unto him and he would not hearken unto our voice, how 
will he then vez himself if we tell him that the child is dead.” But they 
were mistaken, he calmly received the intelligence which they were in- 
duced at last to communicate, and exhibited not the least symptom of 
displeasure against them. Encouraged, and at the same time surprised 
by this conduct, seemingly inconsistent with the grief excited by the 
illness of his child, they ventured to remonstrate with their master, for 
to worldly minds, the actions of the pious often appear inexplicable. 
“ What thing is this that thou hastdone ? Thou didst fast and weep for 
the child while it was alive ; but when the child was dead, thou didst 
rise and eat bread.” ‘To be thus charged with inconsistency, and by 
one’s servants, would at any time have ruffled the temper of most men. 
How much more at a season when the mind has lost its natural equanim- 
ity! But David overlooked the indiscretion, and condescended to explain 
his conduct. Under the influence of piety, his affliction produced meek- 
ness, strong sympathy, and a disposition to oblige all, even the bumblest 
of his fellow-creatures. With a kindred spirit, the blessed Jesus wept 
for Jerusalem, and not for himself. On the very cross he compassion- 
ately encouraged his fellow-sufferer, and recommended mutual love and 
assistance to his mother and brother. It is worthy of remark, in the last 
place, that, by affliction, the Psalmist was quickened in the discharge of 
all his duties. Conceiving themselves licensed to suspend their usual 
avocations, even those which are part of their duty, and resigning them- 
selves to melancholy, tie afflicted often neglect their families, their pro- 
perty, their health, and even the public and private offices of religion. 
But David, immediately after his loss, attended to his religious duties, 
and from the house of God went to his own house, there to resume the 
ordinary business of his life and station. ‘ Wherefore should I fast,’ says 
he. “The sorrow now expected of me is not that godly sorrow which 
worketh repentance. If it could bring back the dead, it might be rea- 
sonable. But it is a barren, useless sorrow, and more incompatible 
with ¢hat piety which teaches us to say “ Thy will be done.” It will 
interfere with those reflections and that course of conduct which the 
death of a friend ought to excite. “I shall go to him.” This truth 
calls me to prepare for judgment! It reproves my sloth, and enkindles 
my zeal. I have no time to devote to unprofitable grief. Instead of 
mourning the death of my child, ] am thinking of my own. Iam pre- 
paring to follow him. I am busy in settling my spiritual affairs in the 
works of repentance, of prayer, and of earnest endeavor to discharge 
faithfully all my obligations, being encouraged by the hope that I shall 
meet him in heaven on the morning of the resurrection. True, he shall 
not return to me, but I may go to him, and it is grateful to reflect that we 
shall meet on friendly ground.” The tendency of affliction to enkindle’ 
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zeal, and induce strict obedience, is thus explicitly acknowledged by 
David. ‘It is good for me that I have been afilicted, that 1 might learn 
thy statutes.” What an inestimable treasure is the sacred volume. It 
is a counsellor that contemplates every situation in which man can be 
placed. It not only gives us precepts adapted to the various circum- 
stances of life, but it sets before us creatures of like passions, under the 
influence of those circumstances, as beacons to guide us safely over the 
waves of this world to the land of promise, on the one hand to warn, and 
on the other to animate and encourage. Yuu behold David in a situ- 
ation common to all the children of guilty Adam; and peculiar to it as 
disciples of the despised and crucified Jesus, for the Master himself ‘ went 
not up to joy, but first he suffered pain.” Irom the vale of misery, he 
addresses to you the most interesting advice. Are your sorrows great, 
and many? ‘They cannot be compared with Azs, Do you murmur 
against the dispensation of heaven? Has distress quenched the spirit 
of devotion in your bosom, and drowned her voice? Is your temper so 
affected that you misconceive the conduct of your friends, and retribute 
their kindness with incivility ? Do you neglect your social and religious 
duties? Have you withdrawn fiom the business of life, the care of your 
family, and the Church of God, and resigned: yourself to melancholy ? 
Observe how different the Psalmist acted, when placed in your situation. 
Mark the resignation with which he met the Divine chastisement—the 
devotion to God, and the charity to man which it enkindled—the zeal 
with which it infused his performance of every duty. Blush for your- 
self, and pray to God to enable you to imitate him. Thus will you be 
able to say even here, and with a still more lively conviction in that 
world to which you are destined: “ It is good for me that I have been 
afflicted.” 





NWOTICE OF A NEW PUBLICATION. 


An Examination of President Edwards’ Inquiry into the Freedom of 
the Will. By Albert Taylor Bledsoe. Philadelphia: Herman Hooker, 
1845, 12mo. pp. 234.—Comparatively few minds are competent even to 
understand the profound and masterly work of Dr. Edwards. It is cou- 
fessedly a work of great profundity and power, bearing marks of deep 
thinking, and worthy to be ranked with such works as Butler’s Analogy, 
and Cudworth’s Intellectual System. But, if the “ Inquiry” be difficult 
to be even understood, who shall be able to refute it? This task has been 
more than once undertaken: but it has stood nevertheless in the majesty 
of its almost matchless ability, confessedly unanswered. This, we think, 
can be said of itno longer. Mr. Bledsoe has assailed the giant, and laid 
him low. We really think that, if ever a book was refuted, President 
EK.Jwards’ has been in this case. And it has been done so completely, 
that it seems to us its overthrow cannot be denied; and done so clearly, 
that it must be seen. ‘This is saying a great deal—but it is not saying 
too much. Let any one take up Mr. Bledsoe’s book, and read it with 
care and attention; and we venture to hope, if he is competent to under- 
Staud such subjects at all, that he will be of our opinion. We have 
recommended that Mr. Bledsoe’s book be read ;— perhaps we ought to 
have advised that it be studied. There are some works, the mere read- 
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ing of which is not suflicient:—they require profound scrutiny and 
reflection, and repeated aud repeated examination. Such is the case 
with Edwards himself. Gut Mr. Bledsoe bas treated the same deep 
mutter in a style so simple and so clear, and in a manner so entirely dif- 
ferent from the manner of metaphysicians generally, that he has brought 
them down to the level of mere common sense—and divested them of the 
repulsive dryness and mysticism in which they have so usually been en- 
veloped. This is an age of lightness and frivolity. So remarkable is 
it so, that nothing in the shape of a book will “ go down,” unless it be 
what is called “ light reading.” We cannot, therefore, expect that this 
masterly answer to President Edwards will become “ popular :’” that 
may not be looked for. but, it is a book that will, that must ‘ tell.” 
There are some capable of appreciating its merits and its power. They 
will understand its value. For our part, when we now hear the name 
of Jonathan Edwards, it as unavoidably calls up the name of Bledsoe, as 
doves the mention of Dr. Priestley the name of Horsley. The public is 
indebted to the taste and the enterprise of Mr. Hooker for many valuable 
works: for net one that ke bas ever published does he deserve more 
thanks than for this able defence of the treedum of the will. We trust 
that he will be amply compensated by the liberality of the public, for the 
bold undertaking of issuing a book so likely to be distasteful to the flip- 
pant times in which we live. He has, at least, dune something in this 
instance for its improvement. We hope it may be profited. Let no 
one be deterred from the reading of the work, by the impression that it 
is a discussion of a mere abstract, metaphysical question. It ought to 
be mentioned, and distinctly borne in mind, that the theory of Edwards 
is the basis of a great theo/ogical scheme, That scheme we consider 
utterly subverted by the establishment of principles of a directly oppo- 
site character. The grand question at issue, after all, is whether the 
Almighty can create a free-agent, On the hypothesis of Edwards, he 
cannot. What tollows, theologically and morally, all can see. The whole 
marvellous structure of Calvinism tumbles to the ground, as soon as the 
foundation laid for it by such philosophers as President Edwards, is re- 
moved. ‘The work before us, is, theiefore, a strictly practical book— 
from the principles of which flow most important consequences to reli- 
gion and to morals. It is proved that the will is free. To show that, is 
to establish the obligation of every moral and religious duty. These can 
hind no one if man is not free ; and will have no practical influence upon 
him who believes that he is not.—Banzer of the Cross. 
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SELECTIONS. 


From the “ Missionary of the Cross.” 
THE OFFICE AND DUTIES OF GOD PARENTS. 


“Ye must remember, that it is your parts and duties to see that this infant be taught, so 
soon as he shall be able to learn, what a solemn vow, promise and profession, he hath 


here made by you.” —Buptismal Service. 
It was said by a good man nearly two hundred years ago: “ It is sure 
that if the institution of godfathers and godmothers were prudently un- 
dertaken and well performed, there could not be a more effectual means 
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to repair the decay of Christian piety.” And indeed we may say the 
same. I will, therefore, now, in the hope that it will please God to bless 
them, say a few words tu you, on your office aud duty as a god-parent. 
If you already know your duty, this will serve to remind you of it: if, 
however, you are one of those, who think their duty is over when once 
they are out of the Church, | will show that this is a very sad mistake ; 
and if you give heed to what I am about to say, you will, | am sure, 
some day be thankful to me. 

The office of sponsor, that is, godfather or godmother, is very ancient: 
it was, and I believe still is, a Jewish custom j and many learned per- 
sons think that the “ faithful witnesses” mentioned by Isaiah, (viii. 2,) 
were what our god-parents now are. But however this may be, it is 
quite certain that the oflice has always existed in the Christian Church ; 
it is spoken of by the most ancient fathers. One, Tertullian, who lived 
more than sixteen hundred years ago, says, ‘‘that after baptism there 
were certain persons to undertake the charge of the baptized,” that is, 
there were godfathers, as there are among us. 

Your office, then, is of very ancient date ; it is also a very sacred one. 
You have been allowed by Almighty God to “ stand for’ a child of his: 
in that child’s name you have solemnly given certain promises to God ; 
your faith in particular, as well as the faith of the whole Church in gene- 
ral, has been pledged for the infant; and the Lord Jesus has accepted 
it, as we know he did sometimes White he was on earth. (St. Matt. ii. 
5, St. John xi.) Therefore you are endeed that child’s father or mother 
in God; and “ by this old accustomed name, you are well put in mind” 
that you have a sacred duty to perform. 

What, then, is this your duty 4 

The child whom you presented at the font in church—for whom you 
promised, is nowa “child of God.” He was * born in sin,” he was 
once the child of wrath: now he is no longer so; now, by Giod’s mercy 
and grace, given in holy baptism, he is “a member of C hrist, a child of 
God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.” Wherefore “it is 
your part and duty to see that this child be virtuously brought up to lead 
a godly and a Christian life ;’’ you are to see that he be brought up for 
his Father which is in heaven ; to see, as far as in you lies, that he learn 
to live up to his “high calling of God in Christ Jesus ;’’ to see that as he 
grows in years he may grow in grace. 

This your duty, then, you will perform, by remembering,— 

1. That you have undertaken that the child shall “ renounce the de- 
vil and ail his works, the pomps and vanity of this wicked world, and all 
the sinful lusts of the flesh.” You must see, therefore, that as soon as 
he be able to learn, he be instructed what this means; what he is to 
forsake and avoid; how careful he should be not to fall into sin ; how 
watchful he should be against temptation. 

2. You have engaged “that he should “ believe all the articles of the 
Christian faith ;” therefure you must see that he learn the Creed, “ the 
faith once daliveted to the saints,”’ while he is still very young, even be- 
fore he is able to understand it. 

3. You have engaged that he shall “ keep God’s holy will and com- 
mandments ;”’ therefore it is your part to see that he learn “‘ how many 
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they be,” and what they are. This also should be done while he is very 
young, and still unable to perceive their meaning. 

4, Forasmuch as we cannot do these things of ourselves, nor walk in 
the commandments of God and serve him without his special grace; and 
forasmueh as we must learn at all times to call for his grace by diligent 
prayer, therefore you must see that your godchild be early taught to 
pray to his heavenly Father ; to look up to him as the author and giver 
of all good things ; especially should he be taught to pray to him in the 
words of his own “ beloved Son.” 

5. And that your godchild may know these things the better, you 
must bring him betimes to God’s holy house to hear sermons, to learn 
from his spiritual pastor; you must bring him to the Church to be cate- 
chised by the minister; you should teach him to look up to his pastor, as, 
under God, his guide and friend, 

6. As the holy rite of Confirmation makes perfect the sacrament of 
baptism, therefore, whenever the Bishop allows, you are to take care 
that your godchild be brought to him to be confirmed by him. 

You cannot, indeed, give your godchild grace to do these things, that 
must come from God, from whom comes every good gift; but you may 
advise, exhort, rebuke ; you may always give him a good example how 
a Christian should direct his life; you may pray often and earnestly for 
him, and God, we trust, will ear and answer you. If, however, it 
should seem otherwise, if (as far as man can see) your prayers are not 
answered, and your advice and reproofs appear to be thrown away ; yet, 
at least, in this way you will relieve your own conscience—you will 
have discharged your duty: if your godchild at last be lost, his blood 
will not be on your head. Perhaps you are yuurself a parent, and you 
may be looking for some one to “stand for your child ;” then let me 
earnestly pray you not to fix on any one merely because he is one of 
your own family, still less as a compliment to him; try rather to pro- 
cure some one who knows what the office means; who will endeavor, 
by God’s grace, to fulfil the duties of it; who will not mock God, by 
taking on himself duties which he does not care to perform: let it be 
some one who is a partaker of the holy Communion. And if you are 
asked by some parent to he sponsor to a child, do not refuse because 
there are high and awful duties attached to the office; but remember, 
that when you yourself were made “ the child of God,” others stood for 
you ; that it is aduty we owe one to another, and all to God’s Church; 
that itis a work of kindness and charity ; a work, for which if you faith- 


fully perform it, God will not fail to bless and reward you. 
And now I will concludé in the words of an old sermon, believed to 


be by St. Augustine :—‘“ Of this [ admonish you, brethren beloved, who- 
ever of you, men or women, have received children from the: sacred 
font, remember that you have promised for them to God. Ever, there- 
fore, have for them the anxiety of true charity. Admonish ye them to 
guard chastity, to preserve their virgin state until the time of marriage ; 
to refrain their tongues from cursing and perjury; let them not sing fil- 
thy or wanton songs; let them not be proud or envious, or keep anger 
or hatred in their hearts; let rhem hold fast the Catholic faith; let them 
often hasten to the Church: let them hear the divine words with atten- 
tive years, not caring for eloquent language; let them entertain stran- 
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gers. Admonish them that they be peaceful themselves. and those who 
are at variance, let them reconcile; to priests and parents let them give 
honor and true affection. These, and such like things, if ye earnestly 
strive to work intothe hearts of your sons and daughters, with them ye 
will attain to everlasting blessedness.”’ 





—<—- 


From the Irish Ecclesiastical Journal. 
ON BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. 

I maintain that with certain commonly received notions about faith, 
regeneration, and justification, the Catechism of the Church, and her ser- 
vice for the baptism of adults, are absolutely irreconcileable. It is a 
popular opinion that, before a man can have faith and repentance, he 
must be regenerated ; and that, immediately on his having these graces, 
he is justified. Now, in direct opposition to this, the Church teaches 
that the man who already has faith and repentance is therefore fit to re- 
ceive regeneration and forgiveness of sins in baptism; and that ordina- 
rily these gifts of regeneration and forgiveness of sins are bestowed in, 
and not defore, the sacrament of baptism. That faith and repentance 
are requisite before adult baptism, the Catechism teaches us in answer 
to the question, “ what is required of persons to be baptized ?” Again, 
that it is ex baptism that we have remission of sins and regeneration, the 
same Catechism positively asserts. In the first place, it makes the out- 
ward part of a sacrament not only a sign or pledge of our receiving the 
inward part, but also “ the means’ ' whereby i it is conveyed to us. From 
which it follows that, by the instrumentality of baptism, is conferred 
upon us its inward grace, that is, the new birth, or regeneration, and its 
accompanying gift, justification. Secondly, to the question, ‘‘ what is 
the inward and spiritual grace” (in baptism)? The answer is, “a death 
unto sin, and a new birth unto righteousness; for being by nature born 
in sin, and the children of wrath, we are hereby made the children of 
grace.” By some it is objected that baptism only declares, but does not 
make us regenerate. But the catechism saith plainly “ we are hereby”’ 
that is by baptism ‘ made the children of grace.” And similar are Hook- 
er’s words. ‘It both declareth and maketh us Christians.” Some again 
would explain ‘‘ hereby” to mean “ by the new birth.” But no one who 
aitentively reads the sentence can doso. The “for” would then be 
unmeaning, The sentence would run thus: the inward gift of baptism 
is “a death unto sin, and a new birth unto righteousness ; for being by 
nature born in sin, and the children of wrath, we are hereby,” that is by 
the new birth, ‘ made the children of grace.” [nother words, by the 
new birth we have the new birth, and because by the new birth, we 
have the new birth, that is the reason why the new birth is the inward 
and spiritual grace in baptism, of which it is not too much to say that, 
divinity apart, it really is not common sense. Nor, forced as it is, does 
this interpretation diminish the difficulty. For, unless the connexion 
between baptism and the new birth be taught in the answer of the Cate- 
chism, it is impossible to see how it can be, in any way, a solution of 
the question to which it is given as the answer of the Church. On the 
contrary, if we understand ‘ hereby” to mean “ by baptism,” all will see 
the import of the answer, whether or not they are willing to subscribe 
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to its correctness. It will be read thus: “ The inward grace or benefit 
of baptism is a death unto sin, and a new birth unto righteousness ; for, 
being by nature born in sin, and the children of wrath, we are by bap- 
tism made the children of grace,’’* 

Where, Sir, I ask, ought words to bear their “ literal and grammati- 
cal sense,” if not in a Catechism for the instruction of the young? Can 
that be a profitable book for youth, if so many of its plainest assertions 
are to be understood in a sense exactly the very contrary of that which 
appears on the surface of them? If we are to believe, that, in the case 
of adults, the outward part is not to be looked upon as the “ means”; 
that, in the case of infants, it is not to be regarded as a “ pledge” ; that 
“hereby” is to be understood to the destruction of the sense of the pas- 
sage in which it stands; if all this violence is, of necessity, to be done 
to the wording of a Catechism for children, then we are led to the con- 
clusion, that as a book of first principles, so obscurely worded, a Cate- 
chism must be of very little value; we are forced to the opinion, that 
its compilers, however good, however learned, were very unfit to be the 
instructors of the young, since they could not put the doctrine they 
wished them to learn into any other form than one which does any 
thing but convey it: into any other form than one which seems posi- 
tively to assert what the writers are to be supposed to have looked upon 
as a false and dangerous doctrine. If the words of the Catechism do 
apparently teach what is unsound, so far from a wholesome, it must be 
an injurious book for children. Itis so short that it will be remembered ; 
and that meaning will be put upon it which the words literally and 
grammatically bear, rather than that constrained interpretation, into 
which it requires considerable ingenuity to twist and contort it. 

For my own part, I should be willing to let the Church’s doctrine be 
decided by the wording of her Catechism for the young; but the service 
for adult baptism, on account of its greater length, and its various parts, 
more fully explains it; and, to my mind, makes it so evident, that all I 
ask from my opponents is to banish prejudice, and to sit down to its pe- 
rusal as if it were a document belonging to another communion, in whose 
teaching neither their wishes nor their credit were in any wise con- 
cerned. Before an adult be admitted to baptism the Prayer Book 
orders that due care should be taken for his examination. Being found 
fit, that is, being judged to have faith and repentance, the candidate is 
brought forward for baptism, I again most earnestly request attention 








*That the doctrine of the efficacy of baptism is not confined to those of our formularies 
which are of later date, is most evident. The beginning of the Catechism, which was writ- 
ten in King Edward’s time, teaches us, that, in baptism, we sre made members of Christ, the 
children of Ged, and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. The 25th Article declares sacra- 
ments to be “effectual signs of grace, and God’s good will towards us, by the which he doth 
work invisibly in us.’’ Again, the 27th Article, as is strongly put in the Bishop of Lincoln’s 
late charge, ‘‘ declares baptism to be a sign of regeneration or new birth, whereby, as by an 
instrument, they, who receive baptism rightly, are grafted into the Church.” And in the 
Homilv of Justification, the work of Cranmer, which the llth Article declares to he the ex- 
positor of the Church’s mind on the subject, we are taught that we are to trust wholly to what 
Christ suffered to obtain for us the remission of our sins in baptism. To this Homily [ pro- 
pose to refer more particularly in my second letter, so I do not quote its exact words, but 
merely observe that none of the later furmularies are more distinct, as to regeneration and 
forgiveness of sins in baptism, than those which were drawn up by the first Fathers of the Re- 
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to the whole form appointed to be used for the baptism of persons thus 
judged to have faith and repentance. According to the theory which | 
am opposing, no one can have faith and repentance until he has been 
regenerated. According to the teaching of the Church, on the coutrary, 
no one is fit to seek for regeneration and pardon in baptism unless he 
already have faith and repentance ; if he present himself without them, 
he must be self-deceived or acting an hypocritical part. And yet, ac- 
cording to the scheme of doctrine under examination, the man, who is 
making a profession of faith and repentance which he does not possess, 
and therefore wants what the Church declares the necessary requisite in 
order to obtain regeneration, is the only kind of person in whose behalf 
it is reasonable that this benefit should be prayed for. By this system 
the Church is placed in the incongruous position of having laid down 
certain conditions in order to baptism, and drawn up a service for that 
rite, and of having made these wholly inconsistent the one with the other; 
so inconsistent that, whenever the candidate comes in the state required, 
the service becomes an empty furm; so inconsistent that on this system 
the service cannot have any meaning except on the supposition that the 
recipient has cnme to God’s house and minister, solemnly to enrol him- 
self amongst the Lord’s people, with a profession of having repentance 
and faith, whilst he is wholly devoid ofthem. This is very extraordi- 
nary. We are told that, in the service for infant baptism, the Church 
goes on the charitable supposition that all concerned are truly what they 
pretend to be: in that for adult baptism on the contrary, she is to be 
supposed to have taken it for granted, that none should ever present 
themselves if they possessed the qualifications which they profess to have. 
That the service for adult baptism declares that the candidates, though 
believing and repentant, have not already been regenerated and par- 
doned, but are come to the font of baptism in order to obtain those gifts ; 
that the service prays to God that those gifts may be bestowed, and be- 
stowed during the service then being performed; that after the sacra- 
ment, it thanks God for having then and there conferred those benefits 
upon the persons baptized ;—all this is so plain that I cannot conceive 
any unprejudiced person to read the service with any attention without 
perceiving it. On the supposition that the candidates have already been 
regenerated and justified, how can we account for the Church praying, 
‘wash them and sanctify them with the Holy Ghost, that they being de- 
livered from thy wrath, may be received into the ark of Christ’s Church ?” 
Again, “ we call upon thee for these persons, that they, coming to the 
holy baptism, may receive remission of their sins by spiritual regenera- 
tion.” Again, take the exhortation after the Gospel, “ doubt ye not, 
but earnestly believe, that he will favorably receive these present per- 
sons, truly repenting and coming unto him by faith; that he will grant 
them remission of their sins, and bestow upon them the Holy Ghost.” 
But it is unnecessary to go through the whole service. There is not a 
single prayer or address, which does not teach that the candidates are 
supposed to have come with faith and repentance, in order to receive 
pardon of their sins and spiritual regeneration. I ask then, Sir, are 
words to have any meaning? When the Church solemnly prays for 
anything, am I to be told that she firmly believes that this particular gift 
is already in the possession of the person in whose behalf she makes 
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supplication? Again, she asks it only un the supposition of the candi- 
date’s presenting himself in a fit state: and is it to be thought that she 
believes, at the same time, that the person’s being in that state,—the 
very condition on which she prays,—would make her request needless, 
and, by necessary consequence, her obtaining her request impossible ? 
That she asks on a certain condition: and believes that this very condi- 
tion would of itself prevent the possibility of her prayer being heard ! 
Would not this be little better than a solemn mockery? I speak, Sir, 
advisedly, and with a strong sense of the sacredness of the subject. 
Would it not, I say, be a mere imposition for the Church to ask God to 
bestow, what, in charity, she must think he has bestowed already ? Ac- 
cording to this system, does it not savour of insincerity for the clergyman 
to pray over the font, “ sanctify this water to the mystical washing away 
of sin; and grant that the persons, now to be baptized therein, may re- 
ceive the fulness of thy grace?’ And, in the last prayer in the service, 
supposing, as the Church does, the candidates to have come with faith 
and repentance, must it not look very like an untruth to assert, that they 
have now been regenerated? “Give thy Holy Spirit to these persons, 
that, being zow born again, and made heirs of everlasting salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, they may continue thy servants ?” 

I might here stop, for it is alfhost an insult to common sense to spend 
more words in proving that the Church, solemnly asking a gift from God, 
cannot believe that she has already received that for which she is about 
to pray. If there were not a controverted point connected with this 
question, it would immediately be decided in my favor. In any other 
case a prayer is always regarded as a direct proof that the thiug prayed 
for is not yet believed to have taken place. I will illustrate this by two 
examples. The first shall be taken from the theology of the Church of 
Rome. That Church prays for people after their death, that they may 
be delivered from their sorrows, and received into happiness. Is not 
this a proof of her belief, that the sufferings of the righteous do not ter- 
minate with this life? Suppose a Romish clergyman denies this, and 
asserts that those who are to be happy hereafter, cease from their suffer- 
ings when they die; he acknowledges that he prays for the dead, that 
they may be freed from their pains, and be received into bliss; he owns 
that he performs mass for the deliverance of a departed spirit; that he 
prays to God that ¢hat mass may deliver him: and that afterwards (1 
am supposing a case) he thanks God for making that particular service 
effectual for the soul’s release. Suppose he should own allthis, and yet 
maintain, that what he implores God to grant, and grant by means of the 
mass then being offered, he believes to have already taken place: and 
that, though he thanks God for having answered his prayers, and an- 
swered them on account of the mass just offered, yet nothing of the kind 
is meant, because the deliverance spoken of had taken place before any 
such services and masses were performed. | can imagine, Sir, the indig- 
nation with which such a confession would be received: but I have yet 
to learn how it can be less culpable in our Church than in his, to offer 
prayers, and celebrate a sacrament, for the obtaining of what we believe 
to have already taken place; less culpable in us than in him, to thank 
God for having now, during the celebration of a certain rite, given us 


what we believe he had already bestowed before that solemn service 
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was commenced. I am sure no honest member of the Romish Commu- 
nion, thinking as I have supposed, could subscribe a book which con- 
tained such an office for the deliverance of the departed. That so many 
admirers of modern theology amongst us do enter the ministry of a 
Church which enjoins an adult baptismal service, such as 1 have proved 
ours to be, I can account for only on the supposition, that many well- 
mentioned men have not sufficiently considered the real import of that 
to which they have so solemuly given their adhesion, 

[ proceed now to my second illustration. Suppose that, at the end 
of our service for infant baptism, there was a prayer to the effect that 
God would, when the infant should be capable of it, bestow faith and 
repentance, and consequently regenerate and justify it. Would not this 
prayer for future regeneration and justification be appealed to as an 
incontrovertible proof that the Church does not believe those blessings 
bestowed upon the infant to be in baptism, as otherwise it would be a 
contradiction to pray that they may he conferred hereafter? If, in that 
case, we were to pretend that the justification and regeneration prayed 
for only meant some signs of those gifts having been previously confer- 
red, I know well how such explanations would be met and rejected. 
Now, if a prayer for regeneration certainly prove that an infant is not 
believed to be as yet in possession of that gift, a similar prayer must be 
an equally cogent proof in the case of an adult. 

In truth I might venture to appeal to all reasonable and candid men, 
whether they believe, that, if those persons who speak of baptismal re- 
generation as all but (if not all out) a heresy, were employed to compile 
offices of baptism and a catechism, they would produce forms embody- 
ing such expressions as those contained in the baptismal services and 
catechism of the Church of England. And surely this is a question of 
some practical importance. ‘The next duty which | impose upon my- 
self is to answer the objections brought against the doctrine taught in 
the office for the baptism of adults; but to do this at present, would too 
much extend this already long letter, so | reserve them for a future op- 
portunity, and am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Kitpare CHuRCHMAN. 
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ADDRESS 
At the laying of the Corner Stone of the new Episcopal Church, at Columbia, Nov. 26, 1845. 


(PUBLISHED AT THR REQUEST OF THE VESTRY.) 


Friends and Fellow-Christians,—The occasio: which has called us 
together is one of more than ordinary interest. We have assembled to 
lay the corner stone of a new Temple, to be dedicated to the worship 
of the Triune God, our Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier. On this 
spot, peculiarly consecrated by its immediate vicinity to the hallowed 
repositories of the lamented dead, we have, with appropriate services, 
deposited the foundation stone of an edifice, in which men are to be in- 
structed in the duty of preparing for that solemn period, when all that 
are in their graves shall come forth to their final and eternal award. 
Thus far may we be encouraged to believe, hath the Lord helped us and 
VOL. XXII.—No. 10. 39 











306 Address. [Jan. 


vouchsafed a favorable answer to our prayers. And doubtless, at this 
spectacle, the incense of thankfulness is wafted from devout hearts to 
Him from whom all good works proceed. Omniscient God !—here, un- 
der the canopy of thine own glorious heaven, would we offer unto thee 
our fervent gratitude for that which our eyes are now permitted to be- 
hold! Thirty years ago, within a few steps from the ground whereon we 
stand, an office similar to the present, was witnessed and participated in 
by several of the iuhabitants of thiscommunity. Then was laid the cor- 
ner stone of the first Episcopal Church in our town. Upon it was raised 
a superstructure, plain and smal], though sufficiently adapted to the ac- 
commodation of the few Episcopalians who were at that time residents 
of Columbia. Within its walls, consecrated to its sacred uses by the 
pious, and now (as we trust,) sainted Dehon, were collected from time 
to time, a little band of worshippers, some of whom sleep in the silent 
mansions of the neighboring cemetery, while others have been spared to 
take part in the interesting’ solemnities of this hour. As years rolled 
on, additions were made to their number, and an enlargement of the 
building became necessary. Its dimensions were accordingly increased, 
and the purposes of the congregation were answered and continued so 
to be, until some time subsequently, when, by further accessions of mem- 
bers, and the inability to meet applications for pews, the measure of a 
new Church was rendered one of obvious expediency, if not of absolute 
necessity. Thenceforward, attention was directed to the accomplish- 
ment of this enterprise, and though occasionally it was beset by difficul- 
ties, and seemed in danger of defeat, yet the hope of its eventual con- 
summation was still ardently cherished. And now, after many efforts 
and prayers, this hope has been realized and the result is manifested in 
the grateful scene with which our eyes and hearts are at this moment 
greeted. ‘This brief history of the present undertaking will nut, we 
think, be considered inappropriate in an address of the nature of that 
which it has devolved upon usto make to this respected audience. But 
other topics of an interesting character are suggested by the occasion, 
and to them it is fitting we should proceed to advert. 

The laying of the corner stone ofa Church edifice, is an event which 
ought, surely, to be hailed with feelings of satisfaction in any commu- 
nity in which it may occur- Other public buildings, even though de- 
sigued for objects of benevolence, can serve, in their ends, no higher 
purpose than the promotion of the temporal welfare, or the alleviation 
of the temporal necessities of man. The aims in view, in their erection, 
are purely and professedly earthly,—looking to nothing beyond the re- 
moval, or the diminution of the evils of the present life, and limited in 
their uses to the interests of men, considered merely as beings of time 
and members of human society. But the erection of a Sanctuary of 
God is connected with designs of a nobler, purer, and more elevated 
character, and gives rise to salutary and refreshing contemplations, It 
informs us of the application of means and exertion, and of the exercise 
of a self-denying liberality on the part of some, to procure for them- 
selves and others, such blessings as are spiritual and heavenly, and there- 
fore far more valuable than the richest treasures which earth can afford. 
From the scene before us, our thoughts are almost naturally carried for- 
ward to the period when, this structure being completed, there shall be 
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gathered within its sacred enclosure, those, who, retiring at seasons 
from worldly cares and pursuits, shall resort thither to hold communion 
with their Maker, and to engage in offices which become them as crea- 
tures destined for immortality. ‘There, the concerns of the soul,—that 
never dying principle in man,—are to be alone attended to, and naught 
is to be provided for but such interests as effect men as heirs of an eter- 
nal state of existence. These are the considerations which impart to the 
present act an exalted moral bearing, and give to it an importance far 
surpassing the laying of the corner stone of the most magnificent fabric, 
intended for the perpetuation of some human achievement, or the fur- 
therance of some human enterprise. With the memorials here deposi- 
ted, other records are inseparably linked,—records which speak of the 
vast magnitude and worth of that redemption wrought out to restore fal- 
len man to the favor of his Maker, —of the blessedness of those instru- 
mentalities provided for his spiritual nourishment and growth in grace, 
and ofthe peace and consolation to be derived to him from an humble 
and faithful waiting upon his God. But not only in this view is the oc- 
cupation, in which we are now employed, interesting. Notonly to the 
best welfare of individuals, regarded as such, but to the highest good of 
the community is the erection of a Church essential. Upon it chiefly 
depend much of the civilization, the tranquillity and the happiness of a 
people. In the improvement and right direction of intellect,—in the 
elevation of the standard of morals,—in the advancement of whatever is 
best fitted to adorn and dignify society, is such an institution an indis- 
pensable agent. Show me a community in which no churches are to be 
found and which is, consequently, without the privileges that these af- 
ford, and you show me a people who are destitute of the highest incen- 
tives to virtue and of the most powerful checks to vice. The history of 
the past is pregnant with proofs of the utter inability of all expedients, 
unconnected with religion, to contribute effectually to the felicity and 
perpetuity of States and Kingdoms, And it has been accordingly as- 
serted, as an incontrovertible fact, by an eminently distinguished obser- 
ver of mankind, that no community of ancient or modern date has ever 
prospered, which, in some form or other, was not founded on religion. 
The celebrated Lord Chancelior Bacon, 


Apud omnes civitates nobile nomen, 


the weight of whose opinions on subjects of political philosophy will be, 
doubtless, universally conceded, assigns to religion the first and principal 
place in his catalogue of what he terms the four pillars of government : 
the remaining three being justice, counsel and treasure. And well does 
religion merit the distinction here claimed for it; for while all other 
schemes for the advancement of the general weal, when unassociated in 
some way with that, have resulted in defeat: whilst literature and the 
arts,—the pride of power and martial triuraphs,—the love of freedom 
and equal rights, have all, separately or unitedly, been brought, but 
brought in vain, into requisition for the public welfare, Christianity 
alone has been effectualiy adequate to this end. By fitting men for 
membership of an heavenly, it best qualifies them for the duties devolv- 
ing upon them as members of an earthly community. The prosperity 
of any State can be no otherwise secured than by an enforcement among 
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its citizens of the principles and practice of virtue and morality, and the 
only efficient sanction for these is to be drawn from religion. A disre- 
gard of religion, therefore, by withholding the most powerful constraints, 
and the most competeut inducements to a correct life and conduct, fos- 
ters a spirit of liceutiousness and misrule, which must eventuate in the 
subversion of the peace and the destruction of the very existence of the 
commonwealth. On the contrary, wherever the influences of the reli- 
gion of Christ pervade a community, and regulate and control its actions, 
there the good order of society must necessarily ensue, and a healthful- 
ness and vigor be diffused throughout every department of the body 
politic. Social and general virtue, the safeguards of a nation’s perma- 
nency, will exeicise its salutary sway over ive land, and the result will 
be felt and witnessed in the tranquillity of individuals, of families and of 
imasses, and in the love and observance oi whatever is excellent and 
commendable. Without referring to the many striking illustrations 
which the page of history unfolds, of the success or decline of States and 
Kingdows, in proportion as religious principle was recognized or dis- 
carded in their government, let us, for a moment, compare the condition 
of the nations of our own day, which are blessed with the light of the 
Gospel, with that of others, that are still involved in the darkness of 
heathenism, for evidence of the immense advantages that have flowed 
from the knowledge of the divine will in places where this knowledge 
has been allowed to exert its legitimate influence. On the one hand, 
behold the children of superstition yielding themselves up an easy and 
willing prey to the vilest propensities of their nature,—bending in ado- 
ration at the shrine of some senseless image, or prostrating themselves 
before the tripod of some false oracle,—consuming their innocent off- 
spring amidst the flames of Moloch, or crushing them into fragments, as 
a propitiatory sacrifice beneath the wheels of Juggernaut »— converting 
their temples into arenas for the performance of sanguinary rites, or 
causing them to reverberate with the brutal and unchaste worship of 
some monster idol. On the other hand, view the blessed effects of the 
Christian faith on societies of men situated within the scope of its influ- 
ence. See there, useful knowledge and civilization substituted for igno- 
rance and barbarianism,—industry and the cultivation of the arts of 
humanized life encouraged,—vice and immorality discountenanced and 
reprobated,—the moral virtues duly honored and exhalted.—the dis- 
cordant and wicked passions ofthe human breast softened and assuaged, 
ifnot entirely subdued,—domestic and social peace existing on every 
side,—education commanding a large share of solicitude and atten- 
tion,— benevolent institutions established ,—equitable laws enacted and 
enforced,—idolatry suppressed, and the pure and rational sacrifice of 
Christian worship offered, at constantly recurring seasons, to the Chris- 
tian’s God, and the Christian’s Lord, in the closet, the family and the 
congregation. Such are the blessed fruits of the religion of Christ, ex- 
hibieed in greater or less degree, in countries which have been ealted 
out of darkness into its marvellous light, and which make it the basis of 
their national policy. In the production of these fruits, the planting of 
churches is an essential instrument. In them, that system of heavenly 
ethics which the Gospel inculcates is continually promulgated and en- 
joined,—the mutual obligations of men in their relative capacities are 
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enforced,—husband and wite, parent and child, ruler and ruled, are, 
time after time, instructed in the duties which their respective relation- 
ships impose upon them, and under sanctions no less solemn and weighty 
than an eternity of blessedness or misery. And, lest human weakness 
should sink in despair at the prospect of the work thus allotted to it, the 
help of God’s Spirit is mercifully proffered,—a help sufficient to over- 
come every obstruction to Christian obedience,—to purify the heart, and 
make it cheerfully to run in the way of those commandments, which the 
voice of God proclaims, and an enlightened reason and conscience can- 
not fail to justify. 

If, then, my friends, this be a faithful representation of the blessed 
effects of the Christian system upon communities that sincerely embrace 
and reverence it, ought not the occasion of our present meeting be to us 
a source of congratulation and joy? Can any true disciple of Christ 
look on the scene before us without fervent gratitude to God, for having 
put it into the minds of some amongst us to erect another and more suit- 
able temple to his honor and glory ? Can the patriot regard with other 
than feelings of the purest satisfaction, this effort, in which we have en- 
gaged, to scatter the seeds of piety more extensively within our borders, 
and to contribute still more efflicaciously (as we trust) to the best wel- 
fare of the community? Can the philanthropist think, with a heart 
uncheered by the reflection, of the streams that will issue from this sa- 
cred and benevolent enterprise, to beautify the moral wastes of the land, 
and to revive spirits drooping under the burden of life’s vicissitudes ? 
Can any one, in short, but an enemy to his race, contemplate the influ- 
ence for good designed by this undertaking, and not be glad at the 
spectacle which this day exhibits? But to us, especially, who are more 
immediately concerned in the work just begun—to the congregation for 
whose use this building is intended, should the present occasiun be one 
of peculiar interest and of devout gratulation. We have now, my re- 
spected parishioners, the prospect, long and ardently wished for, of 
seeing erected a church edifice more accommodated to our wants, than 
the one in which we have heretofore worshipped, and more suited, by 
the beauty of its architecture and the appropriateness of its arrange- 
ments, to the honor of our God. In this department of our Saviour’s 
vineyard, in which our lots have been cast, we are about, under Provi- 
dence, to make a new and vigorous effort to “lengthen the cords and 
strengthen the stakes” of our spiritual Zion. 

In our corner stone we have deposited the Holy Bible,—the great 
rule of our faith,—which, according to our 6th article, containeth all 
things necessary to salvation. We lay there, also, the Book of Common 
Prayer, that precious gift of our forefathers, to signify to those who may 
come after us, the value we attach to our sublime liturgy, and our inten- 
tion that, in its form of sound words, alone, in which the prayers of the 
pious have heen for centuries offered, shall our prayers and praises as- 
cend from the walls of this earthly sanctuary to the throne of heaven. 
We have placed, likewise, in our corner stone the Journal of our last 
General and Diocesan Conventions, with the Canons of the Church,—a 
Pastoral Letter of our late Bishop Bowen, on the religious instruction of 
our slaves,—a charge of our present Bishop, entitled, ‘‘ The Times mo- 
rally considered,” and sundry other documents in testimony of our cor- 
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dial approbation of the distinctive features of our system, as developed 
in the order, government, and discipline of the Church. 

In this house, soon to be reared to the glory of God, the life-giving 
ordinances of Christ will be administered by a divinely constituted min- 
istry,—the word of God prociaimed, and our blessed Redeemer set forth 
in the various offices and services which the liturgy prescribes. Here, 
the waters of baptism will, through the Holy Spirit, be effectually ap- 
plied (as we hope) to the washing away of impenitence and unclean- 
ness,—here we may reasonably trust, will many, now unborn, be brought 
to the laver of regeneration, and be sealed with that holy token which 
shall shed its purest light amidst the storms of adversity,—illuminate the 
pathway to death, and prepare for the awful realities of the judgment 
day. Here, too, will the young seek, in Confirmation, from the hands 
and invocations of their chief pastor, for that divine aid which may guide 
them in the assumption, and strengthen them in the performance of their 
baptismal vows; here, will the emblems of Christ’s broken body and 
shed blood be dispensed to sustain and comfort the weary and heavy 
laden, and to invigorate the Christian for his spiritual warfare. Here 
shall many come to learn wisdom unto salvation, and find rest unto their 
souls. Here, may worldly anxieties and worldly strifes find no en- 
trance,—the passions of our corrupt nature be hushed into silence,—and 
the faith of the Gospel and the doctrines of the Church be ever main- 
tained in unity of the Spirit, but at the same time, in the bond of peace. 

My Friends—our work is begun. Let its successful prosecution be 
the object of our untiring zeal and of our united prayers. On this spot, 
which may, henceforth, be regarded as holy ground, let it be our care to 
rear a structure, which, in point of architectural propriety and perfec- 
tion, may favorably compare with the most beautiful churches of our 
country, and be best adapted to “ fill men’s minds with greater reverence 
fur God’s glorious majesty, and to affect their hearts with more devotion 
and humility in his service.” We are here, to build a house of prayer 
fur ourselves, for our children and for posterity,—let us, by our liberality, 
see to it that nothing shall be wanting on our part to make it such, in 
grandeur and appropriateness of style and arrangement, as may call 
forth a blessing upon our memories for this labor of love, when the pla- 
ces that now know us shall know us no more forever. Yet, let it be 
remembered, and let the solemn truth sink deep in your hearts, that the 
splendor and magnificence of the richest earthly temple can avail nothing 
to those, who are not looking and preparing, through the atonement of 
a crucified Saviour, for their final occupation of a “ building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” Happy as may be 
your anticipations of the privileges to be here enjoyed, they will be 
worse than valueless to you, unless you seek to obtain a well established 
hope of an immortality of glory, through the blood of your Redeemer ; 
for “other foundation can no mao lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.” And now, brethren and friends, [ commend you and this un- 
dertaking to the care and blessing of Him, without whom we can do 
nothing. May he, in his gracious providence, further this pious design,— 

rotect from all harm and accident the artificers who shall be engaged 
in this work, and permit you to see it prospering in your hands, and ar- 
riving at a happy termination. Long may you be spared to worship 
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him in the earthly courts of this edifice, which you are to rear to his 
name and service. And when you are called to surrender to Him that 
life with which he has entrusted you, may your bodies fall sweetly asleep 
in Jesus, and your souls ascend to that celestial ‘city, of which the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple,—which hath no need 
of the sun or the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God doth lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.” 








a 
POETRY. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Mr. Editor : It was to preserve the vivid impressions which the quiet and philosophicay 
death of a young Christian should make upon the mind, in connection with the consolation 
which it was thought might be afforded to the bereaved, that the following lines were com- 
posed. 

St. Paul is supposed, in his epistle to the Romans, to be depicting the conflict that takes 
place in the mind, viewing at one time the law, at another the Gospel; and ends by ascribing 
thanks to God for victory through the latter by its transforming power. If the Gospel, its 
fait and love and hope, produced that effect in his time, we are justified in looking for it in 
all periods; and we can regard obedience to its institutions as the only evidence that can be 
received by the Church of a man’s true condition. Hence Baptism is justly assumed by her 
as the boundary between nature and grace; this is indicated in the fifth stanza. The relation 
of this sacrament, in the ninth, to the body as well as the soul, it is hoped will not be consi, 
dered as a poetic license, figuring no reality; for1 suppose a man’s body to be under the 
Gospel, equally as precious as his soul. St. Paul argues, if Christ be not raised, Christians 
are not raised ; we are yet in our sins, the Redeemer having died for us in vain. This view 
is plainly indicated in the prayer, ‘‘ that we, with all those who are departed in the true faith 
of thy holy name, may have our perfect consummation and bliss, both in body and soul, in thy 
eternal and everlasting glory ” 

The death scene in the tenth, eleventh and twelfth stanzas, is as it was; and when it is 
added that particular allusion is made in the last two lines of the latter to the offering of the 
commendatory prayer, fancy will invest with due solemnity a death-bed, where the soul is 
lingering on the brink to take its last farewell, very nearly as the echo of the Church’s voice is 
heard in the prayer offered for the occasion. 

In regard to the dialogue, a minister present remarked that ‘he had quietly gone to rest;”’ 
when the sister at his bed-side indulging her grief, was consoled by some words implying 
sleep, and urged to retire by a physician, answer is given in the fourteenth stanza. Advan- 
tage was taken of the fact of a tear upon closing the eye, trickling down his cheek ; and the 
minister thought to quiet her by the remark,—“ there is the last tear your brother has shed ; 
wipe it, and retire to your chamber.” No language can depict the deep suppressed emotion 
caused in all by the pathetic incident related in the seventeenth stanza. 


TO THE MEMORY OF M. M. 


1, Gentle spirit! thou hast fled ; 
Thy last adieu hast tak n: 
’Tis mem’ry now that brings thee back 
To sorrow’ng hearts and strick’n. 
With sad reality our breasts 
Yielded to the divine behests. 
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2. His heart, affectionate and true, 
To home’s enjoyments kind, 
Sought not in wild outrageous mirth 
His happiness to find ; 
In pleasure’s path, retirement pure, 
He joyful early found it sure. 


3. His mind, enlighten’d with true love 
Of knowledge, that is gain’d 
From application’s varied store, 
Bringing a body pain’d, 
Like Socrates of yore, could view 
The arrow sharp of death too truc. 


4. His life, like Timothy of old 
From passions dark was free ; 
In ways of quietness and peace 
His joy he sought to see: 
Peaceful, and calm, and quiet, past 
He, through life, until his last. 


5. Seventeen summers gone had thus 
Upon his youthful brow, 
Mercy of our Creator given ; 
But nature sweet, must now, 
To Gospe! revelation yield 
The grace in holy bajtism seal’d. 


6. Disease was seated in his frame ; 
Death's wing was hov’ring o’er ; 
God’s messengers in love were call’d 

To view the spirit sore ; 
In knowledge and true love, they found, 
With joy, the goodly Gospel ground. 


7« The powerfal word of God was sow’d ; 
And ardent prayer was given, 
That, in his holy providence, 
He would him fit for heav’n. 
Angels on high, so quickly flew, 
That prayer was given to us anew. 


8. Devotion pure to God aris’n ; 
True penitence confess’d ; 
The holy faith—the Catholic truth— 
Was on his brow impress’d 
With symbol true of sacred cross, 
Of counting all but Jesus loss. 


9. In Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
One true and only God, 
Baptiz’d, the soul was thus prepar’d! 
The body, too, for sod. 
Baptism for sin—the Christian faith— 
Was thus as God most holy saith. 


10. Quiet and calm all nature lay ; 

A peaceful moment spread 
Around his habitation dear ; 

His brow serene; his head 
Reclin’d on consolation’s hand; 
And earthly forms around him stand. 
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11. His father, mother, sister dear; 
Servants of earth aud heav’n 
Affording, in true friendship’s bond, 
The food for hearts thus riv’n. 
Nothing disturb’d his peaceful breast, 
As quietly he sank to rest, 


12. His slumbers like an infant’s were ; 
Breathing was calm and slow; 
Propitious moments came, when faith, 
Like pure and driven snow, 
Instructed by the Church’s voice, 
Soar’d to her realms of earthly choice. 


13. “ He gently sleeps in death’s embrace.” 


Affection’s tears then fell 
From eyes around; and passion, keen, 
Too big for tongue to tell. 
‘Thy voice, dear girl, may now awake ; 
*¢ That slumber must thy brother take.” 


14. “* He cannot hear; in quiet rest,— 
“‘ In death—he’s gone to sleep: 
‘¢ Let me alone; around him near 
** Do I design to weep.” 
This was affection’s venting voice 
Giving to grief her only choice. 


15. The tear of penitence upon 
The cheek of brother dear, 
Was trickiing down, from eye of faith, 
‘« Afflicted girl! do hear: 
*‘ There is a fond last earthly drop ; 
‘¢ For hearts bereavy’d, itis a prop.” 


16. ** Wipe it, and to thy chamber go; 
| ‘« A consolation dear, 
" ‘¢ Will it be, when in the grave 
“« Thy brother can’st not hear ; 
‘¢ Delight afford to thee to know 
‘* Thus fondly didst thou from him go.” 


17. Too sacred was that tear, for hand 
To trace its watery way; 
The fond embrace and holy kiss— 
The bosom’s passionate sway— 
Must from the sacred dead, with grief, 
Wipe off the crystal tear so brief. 


18, Gentle spirit! thou hast fled; 
Thy last adieu hast taken: 
’Tis mem’ry now that brings thee back 
To sorrow’ng hearts and stricken. 
With sad reality our breasts 
Yielded to the divine behests. 


Wadesboro’, N. C. 
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Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel.—That for the month of 


December, was by the Rev. assistant minister of St. Philip’s Church. 
The amount collected was $4. 
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Pinckney Lecture——It was delivered at St. Philip’s Church (in No- 
vember, on the day specified in the Will of the honorable Founder) by 
the Rector of St. Luke’s Parish, (Rev. A. Woodward) and we hope to 
be able to afford our readers the advantage uf reading it—having under- 
stood it was much approved, and commanded attention for nearly an 


hour. 


=—— 


Trinity Church, Columhia—We extract this from “ The Advocate.’’ 
“The ceremony of laying the corner-stone of the new Protestant Epis- 
copal Church of this town, took place on Wednesday the 26th Novem- 
ber. The weather was favorable, and we could not resist the impres- 
sion that the God of nature was smiling on the undertaking. A procession 
composed of the congregation and others, preceded by the Rector, the 
Rev. Mr. Shand, moved from the Sunday School Room to the site of the 
new building, on approaching which, the 123d Psalm of David was re- 
peated by the Rector and people. ‘The effect of this preliminary exer- 
cise, if it may he so called, was fine, as it was admirably adapted to 

repare the mind for those of a still more interesting character, which 
were to follow. The last four verses of the 99th Psalm were then sung, 
in a style unusually impressive, some collects were recited by the Rec- 
tor, and a portion of the Sd chapter of the book of Ezra, was read by the 
Rev. Robert Henry, ). D.. The corner-stone was now laid with ap- 
propriate ceremonies, the Rector striking the stone with a gavil at the 
mention of each person of the Trinity, and saying, “ In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, I lay this corner-stone, 
as the foundation of an edifice, to be erected for a huuse of prayer, and 
to: be dedicated to the worship of Almighty God, according to the canons 
and liturgy and usages of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States.” Some further prayers were then ofiered, and after the singing 
of the Gloria in Excelsis, an address was delivered by the Rector. We 
will not pretend to give an outline of it, but we must say that it was 
characterized’ by a most judicious selection of topics, a beauty and pro- 
priety of expression, and a graceful and animated elocution. It was 

lainly to be discerned that every heart was touched as the speaker 
dwelt with eloquence on the importance of religion, and the sacred pur- 

ose to which the building was to be dedicated. On the conclusion of 
the address, [which will be found at page 305| the first two and last 
three verses of the 25th hymn were sung, and the audience was dis- 
missed with the benediction. 

An inscription in Latin, neatly printed on a roll of parchment, and en- 
closed in a glass tube, hermetically sealed, was deposited in the cavity. 

Before depositing the inscription, the following translation of it was 


read by the Rector. 
Trinity Church at Columbia 
Having been found after a long course of years 
Too contracted in its dimensions, 
And, on account of its slender and unseemly appearance 
Not very well fitted to devotion, 

Was removed from the northern corner of the neighboring 
Cemetery, and this edifice a little more splendid and lofty, 
Began to be erected 

With money contributed by the worshippers and tbeir friends. 
The first stone having been laid on the 26th of November, and 
in the year of human salvation 1845, 
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CHRISTOPHER EDWARDS GADSDEN 
Being Bishop of the Diocese of the Anglo American Catholic 
Church. 

Peter Johnston Shand, Rector of the Parish. 
William Campbell Preston, 
John Laurence Manning, | 
James Lewis Clark, > Vestrymen. 
James Madison Daniel, | 
Gouverneur Morris i) Xe J 
Robert Wilson Gibbs, M. D. ‘ 
Maximilian Laborde, M. D. Wardens. 
Edward Sill, Secretary and T'reasurer. 
Edward B. White, Architect. 
Brown and Dillingham, Buélders. 
William Aiken, Governor of the State. 


~~ 





To God everlasting, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Be all praise and glory. 


With the tube, containing the above inscription, there were deposited 
in the cavity a small box containing some American coin, and a glass 
vessel, in which were placed the following books and ducuments.—viz. 

A copy of the Holy Bible; a copy of the Book of Common Prayer, 
(Appleton’s edition of 1845;) Journal of the General Conveution 1844; 
Journal of the Diocesan Convention 1845; Spirit of Missions for No- 
vember 1845; Charleston Gospel Messenger for November 1845; 
Bishop Bowen’s Pastoral Letter on the religious instruction of the slaves, 
Bishop Gadsden’s Charge, ‘‘ The Times morally considered.” 

Circular of the congregation of Trinity, in relation to the new Church, 
and a copy of the inscription above mentioned, which was endorsed as 
follows, viz. 

The Right Rev. C. E. Gadsden, D. D. Bishop of this Diocese, being 
unavoidably absent, the corner-stone was laid by Rev. Peter J. Shand, 
Rector of the Parish of Trinity Church. Before depositing the said do- 
cuments in the cavity, the Rector made a public acknowledgment in 
behalf of himself and the congregation to Professor W. H, Ellet of S. 
C. College, for his valuable aid in furnishing and arranging the best 
means of securing them from defacement and decay, and handing them 
down to posterity. 

In conclusion, we cannot but remark that the present occasion is a 
very fit one for congratulating, not only the particular congregation, but 
the State atlarge. Itis in our conception always proper, when circum- 
stances will allow it, to have our houses of worship not only capacious, 
but of a decent style of architecture ; and it has always struck us that 

this is demanded in Columbia, the Capital of the State, where there are 
so many peculiar reasons for it, and where it is presumed there is no want 
of means. While then the long cherished desire of many of us has been 
gratified, let none forget, in the joy of the moment, that to God must be 
all the glory; that he is not to be flattered by temples, however gor- 
geous and magnificent ; and, that we have the assurance of his blessing 
only on the condition that we bring to the altar contrite and penitent 
hearts, and a spirit of entire dependence on the merits and intercession 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. A Spectator. 
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Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. E. Church.—The 
“Spirit of Missions” for December has much interesting matter, As 
usual we make extracts, and an occasional remark to give our readers or 
to seek for them, explanation. A missicnary writes,—‘ There is a very 
intelligent colored man in my parish, who reads service very well. He 
has formerly been a preacher among the Baptists, aud l intend to recom- 
mend him for Deacon’s orders as soon as we are favored with a Bishop. 
He assists me in holding service and preaching in my absence, and 
makes himself very useful among his people. In many parts of the ser- 
vice the people respond almost as well as the whites.” 

Inasmuch as a layman is not authorized to preach, nor even a Deacon, 
unless ‘he be admitted thereto by the Bishop,’ who endorses his letters 
of orders thus,—** you are licensed to preach,” otherwise he can not, 
though he can perform other functions of the diacouate, we must sup- 
pose some mistake in the above quotation. ‘The same missionary thus 
encouragingly writes.—“ Afterservice and sermon | have occasionally 
occupied twenty or thirty minutes in catechetical instruction. ‘This 
makes the services rather lengthy, but then it is cheerfully acquiesced 
in by the majority, since it is not practicable to get out an audience of- 
tener than once aday. ‘he more pious portion of the blacks, and espe- 
cially those that can read, appear to increase greatly in their attachment 
for our service. They think it adapted especially to them, and some- 
thing in which they havea direct interest, inasmuch as it es them 
something to do—and deeply impresses them with the idea that they are 
not /isteners merely, but worshippers also.” 

A correspondent writes,—‘ I have long suspected that the spasmodic 
effort, of which so much dread has been expressed for several years past, 
is in a great measure an imaginary evil, against which churchmen have 
been, to say the least, sufficiently warned. *For my part, | must confess 
I should like to see, if it were only for once, a movement in benevolent 
effort, to which so strong a term might, witli some reason, be applied.” 

It has been an object specially recommended in Bishops’ addresses 
and Convention resolutions, and by the example of the “ excellent of 
the earth” in all ages that contributions for pious and benevolent purpo- 
ses should be made statedly and proportionably—that is, there should 
be a fixed time, (either weekly, monthly, or annually, or as one’s income 
is received,) for making such appropriations, and that they should be in 
proportion to one’s means, even as God hath prospered—the rich large- 
ly—the poor man doing what he can. We trust that this recommenda- 
tion is generally approved, although the quotation seems to favor the 
fit and start system,” which regards doing good as an impulse not a 
duty, or at least not a duty to be performed understandingly, constantly 

at the call of God, and not only when the eloquent orator moves the ani- 
mal feelings. 

The foreign Missionaries write, from Africa—‘‘ There is much in our 
schools to cheer and animate our hearts. Sixteen of our children are 
Christians, and the influence exerted by them is very good.. I have now 
eighteen native girls, four of whom are members of the Church, and 
others candidates.” 

From China, ‘‘ last Sunday, Bishop Boone held a Confirmation in Mr. 
Stanton’s Church, (at Hong Kong.) Sixteen persons were confirmed ; 
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among the rest, several soldiers. They appeared togeel most sensibly 
the important step they were taking. The services were merely the 
Confirmation and Communion offices. Inthe afternoon, at half past five 
o’clock, we had divine service, and asermon. This morning, (Trinity 
Sunday,) we had the full morning service, and the Communion was re- 
peated. ... Passing through a small village, and through some vege- 
table lots, on a small hill, in a very shady spot, commanding a pretty 
view of the harbor, we came to atemple. It was much larger than one 
I had visited before, and contained three or five idols, I could not tell 
which, for it was twilight, and we had but an imperfect view. It was 
dedicated to ‘the Queen of Heaven.’ The idols were as large as life— 
with most hideous countenances, with great eyes. ‘The centre one was 
veiled, apparently a female, and I suppose this was the Queen herself. 
In front of her stood a long table set off with all manher of finery, tinsel 
flowers, and cups of tea. Every boat, even of the smallest size, has its 
shrine. In some of them there are idols too, and in all of them a light 
continually burning, with tinsel and many little cups of tea. They do 
not appear to think much of their idols, but they consider that to have 
them, gives good luck. ‘The people whom we met were very kind to 
us, offering us seats. We had not time to stop, but we did not refuse to 
take a little tea with them, which pleased them very much. They ‘ chin- 
chined’ us with a hearty good will. .... We were on board the ship 
one hnndred and thirty-one days, without stopping once, and we sailed 
over about sixteen thousand miles of sea and ocean. At last we have 
reached China, not the main land yet, but an island very near. Here we 
have been almost three weeks. .... The little children here want to 
learn very much, and try very hard. 1lsaw aschool of them afew days 
ago; some of them could read the Bible very well, while others were 
learning to spell, who wrote down words for us on the black board, as 
their teachers told themto do. They generally spelt correctly.” 

The amount reported is, for Domestic Missions, $4,082 ; from South- 
Carolina, $285. For Foreign Missions, $2,189; from South-Carolina, 
$991. 

Funds.-—Enough has been said to the friends of Domestic Missions to 
apprise them of the deficiency in the treasury, and of the Committee’s 
inability to meet the claims upon it. Of the amount due to Missionaries 
on the Ist October last, for the preeeding six months, several thousand 
dollars remain unpaid at this date, (November 15,) in addition to which 
the treasury is overdrawn $1,200. 

Extract of a letter from one of our Missionaries at Constantinople.— 
‘You will have seen from the account of the consecration of the chapel, 
that we have already had preaching in Turkish init to natives. Our visit 
tothe Armenian Patriarch was very encouraging. He entered heartily 
into the Bishop’s proposals, and seemed very desirous of our assistance 
in enlightening his people. He appears to be an humble, intelligent, 
and, pious man ; and is very sincerely laboring to effect a quiet, unobtru- 
sive, but permanent and solid reformation among his nation. He wishes 
(and itis indeed a great desideratum,) 2 popular treatise on the nature, 
doctrines, &c. of our Church, which may make it well known to his na- 
tion: and the Bishop designs preparing such a work for translation and 
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circulation. The P is very earnestly engaged in improving the 
national schools, and in a few years they will doubtless be excellent. 
fle designs having the modern languages taught in them; and already 
English is taught iu one (at least) by an Armenian [my teacher, and the 
reviser of the Armenian version of the English Prayer-Book,] who has a 
remarkably good knowledge of it, and an almost perfect pronunciation. 
As soon as we are able, we will be freely allowed to superintend the 
education of girls and boys, and also of candidates for orders.” 

Female Institute, Columbia, Tennessee.—The principal of this excel- 
lent, and very useful institution has recently visited Charleston and other 
places fur the purpose of procuring the means of relieving it from a debt 
which threatens its existence. We extract from printed documents as 
follows :—* This institution, now in the eighth year of its operations, 
was established by the efforts ot the Right Rev. James H. Otey, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Tennessee, who is one of the Trustees, and, ez officio, 
Visitor. Before the Trustees entered into any contracts for building, 
an ample sum had been subscribed by responsible citizens for covering 
the expense of the main building and the lot; but the business revulsion 
of ’38 and ’39 rendered a large portion of these subscriptions unavail- 
able, and the Trustees were leftto struggle with a debt of more than ten 
thousand dollars. An avowedly Episcopal institution in the midst of a 
dissenting community, cannot but labor under great difficulties. In one 
word, our institute must be sold to pay its debt in bank, without the aid 
of our brethren in the older dioceses. ... It may be proper, however, 
for me* to say, that [ know of no means actual or prospective, to liqui- 
date the debt of the institution. Unless the members of our own com- 
munion will furnish the requisite amount to free it from encumbrance, it 
must inevitably, so far as I can perceive, become the property of some 
individual able to purchase it, or pass into the hands of others more zea- 
lous than ourown communion in the promotion of religion and learning. 

.. So feeble is the Church in the Diocese of Tennessee,—so little 
able to contend, unaided, with such difficulties as those which now en- 
danger the existence of the institute,—that our Right Reverend Dio- 
cesan, although honored with the most respectful and affectionate regards 
ofall under his spiritual jurisdiction, has been compelled to seek a sup- 
port for his family from the business of teaching.” Donations for this 
valuable institution will be thankfully received by Mr. A. E. Miller, No. 
4 Broad-street, who is agent for Rev. F. G. Smith, in Charleston. 


Our Prayer-Book.—“ The Rév. F. C. Ewald, Missionary from Jeru- 
salem, informs us “ when he went in [832 to preach to the Jews on the 
coast of Africa at Tunis, he met asmall band of Protestants, Lutherans, 
Presbyterians, Calvinists, and a few of the Church of England. He in- 
vited them to unite with him in public worship, and they asked, ‘how 
can you unite with us all with our differences—what form of service will 
you adopt ? He said, if they would read the Prayer-book of the Church 
of England, they might tell him if they objected tu it. He delivered a 
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*Bishop Otey. 
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copy to each of them, and after reading it they all united in the service, 
and for nine years he performed the Church service there every Sunday. 
It was the means, too, of bringing Scriptural truth to many on the coast 
of Africa. He baptized children sometimes of French parents from our 
liturgy, and those who had never heard it before expressed their delight 
at the service. As to the Jews, who had themselves a form of prayer, 
if they asked him, ‘how do you pray, and what form of prayer do you 
use!’ He gave them the liturgy in Hebrew. They also had articles, 
and to them he could point out ours. In Romau Catholic and Mahome- 
dan countries, the Jews considered the Church of England as idolaters ; 
aud when they pointed out the emblems of the cross as an object of wor- 
ship, he had but to'show the ten commandments, embodied in our litur- 
gy from the books of Moses, to convince them to the contrary. ... He 
exhibited to the Mahomedans the Prayer-book in Arabic and Syria, to 
show them the mode in which we worshipped. .. . He resided with a 
family, and having shown one of them a Prayer-book in Italian, it was 
read by them all by degrees, and acknowledged by them to be good, and 
showed them that they were wrong in their belief that Protestants did 
not believe in the Trinity, or in the conception of Christ... In Syria, 
he showed the Greeks the Prayer-book in Arabic, and the effect was, to 
convince them that we were not heretics, but believers in the, Trinity ; 
and they: were anxious that we thould open schools for their children.... 
The Rev. Dr. Schmid, missionary from India, said he was a foreigner, a 
German, and had lived twenty yearsin India. The Prayer-book had 
been translated into the language of the district in which he lived as a 
missionary for twenty years, and he had used it, and he held in his hand 
now the copy he had used for those twenty years... . Asa Lutheran, 
he (Dr. Schmid) did not agree in many things with the Church of Eng- 
land ; but his prejudices had much diminished since he had used the 
Prayer-book and Homilies of that Church: and he wished they were 
translated into more languages, and were circulated further over the 
world. That Prayer-book had often been the means of supporting the 
minds of many persons in India against the influence of heathenism, 
which was so often prejudicial even to persons born in Europe. It was 
used in the most scattered parts of India, and those who used it felt an 
interest in offering up the same prayers as their friends in the Church 
of England. The Prayer-book exemplified the communion of saints, and 
assisted in that communion, and it aided in that union of prayer which 
strengthened the faith by the knowledge that so many surrounded the 
throne of God together, and offered up the same prayers... The Rev. 
R. Thomas said, that the fact that Christians of different denominations 
used our Prayer-book when translated into foreign languages, showed 
clearly its evangelical character.” 


Kneeling.—Having occasion recently to witness in a neighboring city, 
the worship of our congregational brethren, I noticed that during prayer 
the Pastor knelt, while the congregation followed his example with a 
uniformity far more general than I have usually observed in our own. 
Unless then, we are disposed to abandon the “old paths” to which 
others are returning, we shall, like Solomon and Daniel, like our blessed 





Saviour,and St. Paul, humbly kneel, when the oblation of prayer ascends. 
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to our Father in Heaven. And if devotion do not prompt us to join in 
offering, decency will lead us to join in the prevailing attitude. 

Church Architecture.—Extracts from a letter in the Churchman :—*“ I 
see that several Churches are going up in , which are costly, 
of permanent material, end of good promise. Now I am concerned to 
know,—as truly concerned as if I were a true born and bred member of 
the Church of England as by law establisned, or of the Episcopal Church 
of America, as by law not established,—whether the chancels of these 
Churches are to be set apart and kept inviolate for the Communion ta- 
ble, or altar, and Spiritus Loci, or whether a great damask-bedizened 
pulpit, and a preacher, are to be obtruded into each one of them, to the 
exceeding detriment and dishonor of the trwe zdea, and the few who seem 
to hold it in these days, and in this practical land. I look especially at 
the new Trinity Church with great interest, seeing that even the mul- 
lions are to be all of stone, and that pine wood is discarded, or as it were 
thrown out of the window. Surely a pulpit.is not to finish the eastein 
end of ¢hut Church; not to be thrust into the chancel as the principal 
thing there. When go into a congregational or Presbyterian Church, 
I expect to see the Communion table in the form (I speak not lightly) 
of a mahogany card table in front of the pulpit, and overshadowed by it, 
or of a pine flap hanging to the pulpit by a pair of hinges, and not dis- 
cernible but by sharp eyes; and when I go into a Quaker meeting- 
house, I do not expect to see a Communion table at all; but when I go 
into an Episcopal Church, which has once been possessed of the true 
idea, [ am grieved to see the table displaced, and the idea lost. Is King’s 
chapel to be the only orthodox Church in the land? 1am really anxious 
to have some information on this point, for I begin to entertain fear that 
the true form is vanishing from remembrance. 





—}— 





CALENDAR FOR JANUARY, 1846. 


1. The Circumcision of our Lord Jesus | 11. First Sunday after Epiphany. 

Christ. 18. Second do. do. do. 
4. Second Sunday after Christmas, 25. Third do. do. do.— The Con-' 
6. The Epiphany, or the Manifestation of version of St, Paul. 

Christ to the Gentiles. 





———<——— - 





Errata.—Page 266, line 3 from end, for ** had” read here. 
‘¢ 269, line 4 from end, insert “‘or,” so as to read “ Diocesan or” 
‘¢ 276, line 2 from end, for ‘‘ base” read bare. 





SWORDS’ POCKET. ALMANAC, FOR 1846. 
THE CHURCH ALMANAC.—Pudblished at New-York. 
MILLER’S PLANTERS’ AND MERCHANTS’ ALMANAC, 


For the year of our Lord 1846, is published and ready for sale by 
| A. E. MILLER. 


BISHOP BOWEN’S LIBRARY. 


By a yote of the Board of Trustees of the Protestant Epis. Society for the Advancement of 
Christianity in South-Carolina, the Librarian was directed to furnish for publication in the 





Gospel Messenger, a list of Books found to be missing from the Library of the late Bishop » 


Bowen—in the hope that they might thus be recovered for the use of the Society—to whom 
‘¢The Bishop Bowen Library” has been presented. Any of the friends of the late Bishop 
who may have these volumes in their possession would confer a favor by returning them to the 
Library in Chalmers’-street, or to A. E. Mitter, Broad-street. 

Bandro’s Works, folio, only Ist vol. in the Library. 

Blackstone’s Commentaries, 8vo, edition, only 1st and 3d vols. in the Library, 

Bourdalone’s Sermons, (French)—only Tom Ist in the Library—Edt. Lyons 1770. 

Burke's Works, 8vo. N. York 1813, only Sth and 6th vols. in the Library. 

Butler’s History of the United States to i820, 8vo, Hartford 1821; Ist vol. missing. 

Corwithen’s History of the Church of England, only 3d vol, in the Library—rest missing, 
8vo. Oxford 1833. 

Chandler’s, (Dr. Samuel) Sermons, 8vo. London 1769; 2d vol, missing. 

D’ Anville’s Ancient Geography, 8vo. London 1810; 1st vol. missing. 

Faber’s, (G. S.) Sermons, 8vo. 2d vol. missing. 

Georgian Era—being memoirs of the most eminent persons who flourished in Great Britain, 
from the accession of George I. to demise of George IV., 4 vols. London 1833; 1st vol. 
missing. 

Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Ist, 3d and 8th volumes missing. Edition 
in 8 vols. 8vo., Philadelphia 1804. | 

Gillie’s History of Ancient Greece, 4 vols. missing. Edition in 4 vols 8vo, London 1801. 

Guthrie’s Translation of Cicero’s Orations, 2 vols. missing; in 3 vols. 12mo., London 1750. 

Hailam’s Constitutional History of England. Edition 8 vols. 8vo.; Boston; 1st vol. missing. 

Horsley’s, (Bishop) Sermons. Edition 8vo., New-York 1811;°2d vol. missing. 

Juvenal, (Gifford’s)—only Ist vol. inthe Library, New-York 1803. 

Lucas, (R.) On Happiness, 18mo. Edition, 1754; 1st vol. missing, 

Mackintosh (Sir J.) Cabinet History of England, Scotland and Ireland; only 3d vol. in the 
Library, Philadelphia 1833. 

Niebuer’s History of Rome, 8vo.; 1st vol. missing. 

Pitkin’s Political and»Civil History of the United States, 2 vols. N. Haven; Ist vol. missing. 

Ramsay’s United States, Philadelphia 1818, 8vo. ; 2d vol missing. 

Reeves (J.) Practical Discourses, 8vo. 1796 : 2d vol. missing. 

Stephens’ Sermons, 8vo. 1737 ; Ist vol. missing. 

Warburton’s Sermons—all but 3d vol. missing, 8vo., London 1767. 

Warren’s ( Robt.) Practical Discourses, 1st-vol. missing. Edition 8vo, London 1723. 


Wilson, Daniel (Bishop) Evidences of Christianity, 1st vol. missing. Edition London, 2 yols. 
8vo., 1835. . December 1 





BOOKS—MORAL AND RELIGULOUS. 
FOR SALE BY A. E. MILLER. 
Bradley’s Sermons; Hook’s Cross of Christ ; Spincke’s Manuel; Bickersteth’s Questions 
on the Thirty-nine Articles; Hook’s Family Prayers; McCullough on the Dead in Christ; 
Staunton’s Dictionary of the Church; Doctrine of the Cross; Wilson’s Sacra Privata, large and 
small editions; Paget’s Sermons,—Sparks’ edition, and Onderdonk’s new edition; Miss 
Leister’s School, or the History of several Young Ladies ; Fanny Herbert; The -Betrothed, 
by Manzoni, Appleton’s edition; Facts not Fables; Bishop Otey’s Three Sermons on the 
Church ; Questions on the Liturgy for Sunday schools; small cheap Bibles and Testaments; 
An assortment of PRAYER BOOKS, large and small, and some elegantly bound. 
Also, the folowing for Children’s Christmas Presents. 
Youth’s Historical Gifts; Holiday Tales; Clever Stories ; Nursery Rhymes ; Puss 1n 
Boots; Child’s Own Story Book; Perambulations of a Mouse; Very Little Tales; Little 
Lessons; Little Gift; Picture and Verse Book ; with a variety of Sunday School Books. 
December 1 | 





- CHRONOLOGICAL INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY 


OF THE CHURCH, being a new inquiry into the true dates of the Birth and Death of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and containing an original Harmony of the Four Gospels; now 
first arranged in the order of time. By Rev. Samuel Farmer Jarvis, D. D., L. L. D., &e. 


Price $3. Subscribers to the Bishop’s list will be supplied by A. E. MILLER. 























Receipis for the Gospel Messenger for the following years : 
Amount brought forward received for Vol. XX1. $565 50 


























1845. 
Amount brought forward received, for Thomas W. Porcher, « 6.00 
Vol. XXII. $300 00 | Dr. T. E. Powe, 3 00 
Rev. J. Swart, 3 00 $312 00 
1846. 
Dr. Thomas E, Powe, Cheraw, - - - . - e $3 00 
CONVENTION. 


The Ffty-seventh Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of 
South-Carolina, will be held in St Michael’s Church, Charleston, on the second Thursday, 


being the 12th day of February, at 10 o’elock A. M. 
January 1 C. WALLACE, Sec’y. 





THE REV. PHILIP GADSDEN,. 

Rector of St. Paul’s Church at Summerville, will take into his family a limited number of 
Pupils, and prepare them for admission. with the Freshman Class of any of om Colleges, or in 
English Studies only, if desired. His terms are for the year for Board $160. For Tuition, 
$40. Fer further particulars, apply to him, or to the Bishop. January 1 





MRS. F. GADSDEN 


Informs her friends and the parents and guardians of children, that she can accommodate 


four or five more Boys. For terms, &¢,, apply at her residence in King-street, opposite 
Ann-street. October 1 





EPISCOPAL ACADEMY OF CONNECTICUT. 


This Institution, founded under the auspices of Bishop Seabury, is believed to offer pecu- 
liar advantages to Churchmef designing to send their sons abroad for an education, and is 
under the direction of a Board of ‘Trustees, appointed by the Convention of the Diocese, of 
whom the Bishop is ex-cfficto Presidents The Principal is a Presbyter of the Church, and 
has made arrangements to receive into his family all pupils whom their parents may desire to 
place more particularly under his charge. It will be his constant aim and the aim of those 
associated with him, to give to all those intrusted to their care a truly intellectual and reli- 
gious education. The Academy is situated in Cheshire,a beautiful, quieg and healthy village. 
There are three terms inthe year of fourteen weeks each. The charges for tuition are $7 
per term for the Classics and the higher English branches, and $6 for the lower. Board may 
be obtained in respectable families for $1 75 per week, exclusive of fuel and washing. Those 
in the family of the Principal will be charged for board, tuition, washing, fuel and lights $50 
per term, one half payable in advance. _ For further particulars, application anay be made to 
the Principal. S. B. PADDOCK, Cheshire, Ct. 


Sept. 1, 1845. 3 a | 





Church Societies in South-Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in S. Carolina. 
Thos. G, Simons, jr, Treasurer, office No, 1, Southern wharf, will attend at the Library Chal- 
mers’-street, every Friday, from 124 to 2o0’clock. The Library is open every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, from 12 to 2 o’elock. Annual subscription $5; Life subscrip- 
tion 50. . 2 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Jas. 
R. Pringle, Fsq. office at J. Adger’s, Hamilton’s wharf. Annual subscription $10; 
subscription to the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and ‘Tract Society—Treasurer, Mrs. Isaac 
Ball, East Bay, corner of Vernon-st.; Librarian. Miss Cobia, Wentworth, near-Pitt- 
street, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered every Monday 
morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled to one Bible or 
Prayer Book, or 500 pages of ‘Tracts annually. 

4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasu- 


yer, Mrs. Dehon. . Annual contribution $5; Life subscription $20. 








